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LATE  FOREIGN  DEVELOPMENTS 

CANADA.:     Harvesting  operations  have  commenced  in  Western  Caiiada. 
Cutting  of  oats  and  "barley  is  under  way  in  Manitoba,  and  the  harvest 
there  is  expected  to  be  general  within  a  week  or  10  days.    In  Saskatchewan 
only  early  "barley  is  "being  cut.    No  spring  grains  have  yet  "been  cut  in 
Alberta.     In  Manitoba,  where  conditions  have  been  relatively  favorable, 
late  crops  are  beginning  to  show  the  effects  of  the  moisture  deficiency. 
High    temperatures  resulted  in  further  deterioration  in  the  drought  areas 
of  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta.     Crop  conditions  in  Alberta  are  fairly  prom- 
ising except  in  the  southeastern  section,  where  the  drought  has  been  most 
severe.     Conditions  vary  considerably  in  Saskatchewan,  but  good  general 
rains  are  needed. 

ARGENTINA:     Wheat  seeding  is  almost  completed  except  in  sections 
of  northern  Buenos  Aires.    Moisture  conditions  were  favorable  during 
July,  but  above-normal  temperatures  caused  excessive  growth  before  checked 
by  frosts  late  in  the  month. 

BRAZIL:    A  new  decree,  published  June  19,  provides  that  the  present 

cotton-loan  basis  shall  be  the  net  loan  value.     The  producer  formerly 

paid  the  cost  of  financing  his  loan  from  the  value  as  set  by  law.  Since 

these  costs  are  now  about  9  percent  of  the  present  base  loan  value,  the 

new  decree  will  have  the  effect  of  increasing  the  base  value  by  that 

amount.    See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets  of  July  26,  1945,  for  the  loan 

values  a.s  set  by  the  March  decree. 
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WOfilD  CORN  PRODUCTION  IN  19^2 
ESTIMATED  AT  RECORD  LEVEL  ij  , 


The  world  production  of  corn  in  19U2  was  estimated  at  5.350  million  - 
"bushels  by  the- Office  of  Foreign- Agricultural  Relations.     At  this  level  the 
harvest-  was  the,  "largest  outturn  ever  reported  and  exceeded  considerably 
the  previous  record  crop  of  5,265  million  bushels  in  1932*    Net  gains  were 
indicated  for  .all  areas  except  South  America,  where  a  much  "below-average 
crop  was  reported.  * •  '• 7 "5 .  - 

'■  :  "  :       •  '  J  '  "  ' 

Record  corn  crops  were  reported  throughout  most  of  North  America, 
and  the  estimated  total"  shows  an  increase; of  IS  percent  compared  with  the 
19^1  harvest,  and  abo'ut  40' percent'  compared  with  the' poor  outturn  during 
the  5~y®ar  period,  L930-193^«    the  United  States  had  a.  record  harvest 
accounting  for-  the' bulk-  of  the-  increase,  and  Mexico  also  'reported  a  near- 
record  crop.    Record  per-a'cre  yields  account  in  large  part  for  the  good 
outturn,  as  the  acreage  increase  was  not  proportionate  to  the  production 
gains.    Despite  the . substantial  step-up  in  production,  however,  commercial 
supplies  in  United  States  'have  not. been  large  enough  to  fill  increased 
requirements  -for  feeding  and  industrial  use.  Mexico; '  also,  has  reported 


shortages,  which  are  attributed  largely 
difficult  ies .  : 


to  distribution  and  transportation 


The  total  for  continental  Europe  .-was  estimated  to  be ' about  7  percent 
above'tha.t  of  194-1.,    Larger  estimates  for  Italy  and' the  Danubian  countries 
accounted  for  virtually  all  of.  the  increase.    Production  in  the  Soviet  Union 
is  estimated-  at  a  .-somewhat  reduced  level,-  .-especially  "in  the-  occupied  or  war 
'areas.    ■  '  '   :  »  U  ' 

The  19*2  crop  in  'Asia/.:  though,  nqt  significantly  above  the  large  crop 
of  the  preceding  year,  was  estimated  to  "be  con'siderably  above  .average, 
largely  as  the  result  of  a  substantialtincrea.se  in  acreage  during  recent 
years.    Both  production  and  acreage  show" /increases "  in  Africa-    The  gain  in 
production  was  abput  16  percWt;   and  in  acreage,  sibbut  5'  percent,  indicating 
increased  yields,-  as  well.    '*    "  ,  " '  '"■'-«.  

In  South  America  the 'production  and  harvested  a.creage  .-ware' much  below 
the  I9U1  f  igures,- and  much  below  average.     The  reduced  outturn,  is  mainly  the 
result  of  "the  virtual-  crop -failure  in' Argentina.  * 'Weather- conditions  there 
were  so  . unfavorable  to  the  ©top  that, r  of  the  planted -area,  less  than  half 
was  harvested.     The  crop  wais  estimated  at  7o»374VOOO  bushels"  as  compared, 
with  the  19U1  harvest  of  J55, 6^+9, 000  bushels  and  the  1930-1 33^  average  of 
339i  121,000  bushels.    This  "was  the  smallest  crop  reported  since  1916  and 
the  resulting  supply  situation  was  serious,   since  stocks  of  old-crop  corn 
had  been  greatly  reduced  through  use  for  fuel  and  loss  from  deterioration. 


l/  Similar  surveys  of  oats  and  barley  appear  in' July  5  and  July  12  issues. 
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COBS":    Acreage  in  specified  countries  or  areas,  year  of  harvest, 


4 
* 

"Tar      -  -  - 
Average 

: 1930-1934 

1  Q^Q 

t 
« 

1,000 

:  1,000 

:  1,000 

!  1,000 

:  1,000 

North  America: 

• 
• 

acres 

:  acres 

:  acres  i 

acres 

:  acres 

united  States....... 

■ 

i  •  • 

103,404 

5    •  88,279 

:     86,738  ! 

86,186 

89,484 

Canada. ............ 

•  •  • 

144 

:  183 

:  186 

-  320 

:  358 

Mexico  ............ 

• 

>   •  • 

■  7,840 

I  8,072 

i      8,257  } 

p  *  8,629 

{  9,260 

Guatemala  ,  

• 

9  • 

365 

:    -  829 

l         951  ! 

1,248 

!  ■ 

• 

340 

!  263 

:         288  ! 

>  ** 

:/  406 

!  294 

:         240  ! 

- 

- 

Estimated  total  . . 

•  • 

113,250' 

:•  98,600 

:    97,800  ! 

97*900 

!  102,000 

Continental  Europe, 

• 
• 

estimated  total  . . .. 

•  • 

30.400 

:  •  31.500 

!    31.450  ; 

30.500 

!  31,800 

7  * 
•  • 

9,390 

'  6,149 

!      5,327  ; 

- 

Asia: 

• 
• 

:         •  - 

Turkey  

•  • 

1,061  ! 

1,159, 

!      1,227  : 

-r  .  •  . 

«* 

India  d/   

t 

•  • 

6,803  i 

6,330 

6,380  : 

6,253 

*• 

Burma  ,  ;  . . . 

• 

213  ! 

230, 

! •       244  : 

236  : 

*"* 

Indochina  d/  

■ 

•  • 

628  : 

1,296^ 

:        882  : 

,  •'  i  " 

:;  - 

China  .............. 

.  :c/  lli071  ! 

—  ! 

!        ~.  : 

Manchuria  . . .  

•  • 

2,599  ; 

4,959i 

5,636  : 

« 

243  : 

220. 

254  : 

• 

115  : 

—  ! 

i        —  _  : 

—  < 

!  — 

Chosen  ....... . . 

* 

273  : 

-  « 

■*•--'  s 

r  . 

Java  and  Madura. . . 

.  t 

4,962  J 

5.015J 

4,899  : 

•-■   5,523  ! 

-«* 

Philippine  Islands. . 

-  • 
•  • 

1,377  : 

■ "  2,127! 

2.256  : 

mm 

!  - 

Estimated  total  .. 

t 

•  • 

29.450  : 

33,400! 

33.800  : 

33,600 

34,000 

Africa,  estimated  total: 

17,250  : 

19.000! 

18,900  : 

18,000 

19.000.  . 

South  America: 

• 
• 

Argentina  .". 

• 

9  • 

10,944  : 

14,072: 

12,188  : 

t    .10,103    .  J 

Brazil  » ............ . 

'ft 
•  • 

9,542  ; 

-  : 

•  ••  ,■- : 

*• 

Uruguay  »  . ..... . . . . . 

• 

•  •  - 

536  : 

516: 

573  : 

563  .! 

272  .L ; , 

Paraguay  

.  :c 

/        104/ : 

Bolivia  

"/       863  : 

mm 

* 

120  : 

112: 

128  ,: 

.117  : 

/    l-,422  : 

Estimated  total  .. 

• 

24,250  : 

'  29,100: 

27,300  : 

25,200  : 

18,700 

Dceenia,  estimated  total: 

300  : 

•345: 

400  : 

tfo rid, estimated  totals/' 

224,000  : 

218.000: 

215.000  : 

212.000  : 

210.000 

a/  Figures  ref er  to  harvested  areas  as  far  as  available, 
include  allowances  for  missing  data  and  for  countries  not 
by  Preliminary. 

c/  Averaged  of  less  tlian  5  years. 

d/  Figures  incomplete "in  early  years. 

g/?  Rounded  to  nearest  million. 


Estimated 
listed. 


totals 
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COSN:  Production  in  specified  countries  or  areas,  ye^r  of  harvest, 
  average  1930-1934.  annual  1939-19^2  a/  


•  Average 
Country  or  area  ;  1930-19^ 


:  1,000 

North  America:  :  bushels 

United  States   :2,  286  ,  5g4 

Canada  :  5.637 

Mexico  .:  71,935 

Guatemala  :        5»  587 

El  Salvador  :  6,124 

Honduras  :  c/    4,  90S 


Estimated  total   tg,  391.500 

Continental  Europe,  : 

estimated  total   :    6 71. 000 

Soviet  Union  :    153, 4g2 

Asia:  : 

Turkey  :  19,681 

India  d/   :  87,832 

Burma  :  l,44g 

Indochina  d/   :  12,890 

China  :c/ 242, 809 

Manchuria  :      bo, 933 

Kwantung  :        5,  3U2 

Japan   :       2,  587 

Chosen   ;        3,  224 

Java  and  Madura  :  76,078 

Philippine  Islands   :  j4.  91  g 

Estimated  total   :  535,000 

Africa,  estimated  total  . 229,000 

South  America:  : 

Argentina   J  339.121 

Brazil   :  215,364 

Uruguay  :       5.  56 7 

Paraguay  :  cj  2,642 

Bolivia  :c/  26,967 

Chile  :  2,851 

Peru   :  - 

Colombia.  :  c/  19,200 


Estimated  total   :    629, 800 

Oceania,  estimated  total. . :_     7. 700 


World,  estimated  total  gj  .  :4,  617,000 


1939 


1,000 
bushels 


2,  580,912 

8,097 
77,820 
12,716 

5.1^3 

 3^612 


2,700,000 


732.000 


25.032 
7*1,960 
1,480 
18,  700 

97,002 


78,153 
21.516 
580~,000 


252,000 


40S,442 

5.011 

3.015 


J10|_QQ0 
_  7. 3QQ 


5.107.000 


19^0 


1,000 

bushels 
2,462,300 
6,956: 

64,  551 

18,149 

6,213 

, :  3,^1 


765.000 


28,377 
88, 920 
1.760 
17.  558 

e/llO, 230 
2,398 

7*+,  64i 

 22,  ^21 

605,000 


2b 5, 000 


4o3,o4g 

4,670 
3,800 

2,  570 

f/  25^6j2 


L  725.000 
10,000 


^ObO^OOO 


"l~000_ 
bushels 

2,677.517 
13.362 
83,621 
24, 573 


2.825,000 


670.000 


87,84o 
1,560 


e/102,356 
2,527 
96,215 

~6i5,"ooo 


215,000 
355,649 
4,829 

2,591 


675,000 


1942  b/ 

i~66o 

bushels 

3,175,15^ 
14,372 

92, 760 


3.335,000 


715,000 


620,000 


250,000 


76,37^ 
1,^97 


000 


5.350.Q00 


Compiled  from  official  and  unofficial  sources,  a/  Harvests  of  the  Northern 
Hemisphere  countries  combined  with  those  of  the  Southern  Hemisphere  which 
follow.    Estimated  totals  include  allowances  for  missing  data  and  for 
countries  not  listed,  b/  Preliminary,     cj  Average  of  less  than  5  years, 
d/  Figures  incomplete  in  early  years,     ej  Estimated  by  United  States  agri- 
cultural attache,  Shanghai,  fj  Unofficial,    gj  P.ounded  to  nearest  million. 


******* 
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G.  OTT0N-.  OTHER  EI_BERS 

INDIAN  GOVERNMENT  CONTROLS 
COTTON  TEXTILE  INDUSTRY  .  .  . 

An  order  of  the  Central  Government  of  India  created  in  June  a 
Textile  Control  Board  and  the  Office  of  Textile  Commissioner,'  with  certain 
'powers  relating  to  the  manufacture,  marking,  and  movement  of  cotton  cloth 
and  yarn.     The  Board  consists  of  25  members  and  any  committees  it  may 
appoint  from  persons  representing  the  "textile  trade.    The  chairman  is 
appointed  by  the  Government,  but  not  from  official  personnel.    The  pur- 
pose of  ;the  Board  is  to  advise  the  Central  Government  through  the  Textile 
Commissioner  in  problems  relating  to  the  industry. 

The  control  order  applies  to  cloth  and  yarn  manufactured  wholly  or 
partly  from  cotton,  but  not  to  cloth  and  yarn  manufactured  wholly  from 
wool,  silk,  artificial  silk,  or  jute.    Also  exempt  from  restrictions  is 
any  cloth  or  yarn  manufactured  for  export  or  for  the  Central  Government 
to  be  used  for  defense  requirements.  .'  • 

The  control  measures  require  that  cotton  textile  manufacturers  and 
dealers  must  declare  their  unsold  stocks  as  of  July  31,  1943,  and  then 
must  dispose  of  these  declared  stocks  within  3  months,  or  before  October 
31.    After  the  final  disposal  date,  no  cloth  may  be  offered  for  sale  with- 
out special  markings  as  designated  by  the  Textile  Control  Board,  except  by 
special  permission  of  the  Board. 

Cloth  manufactured  after  July  31  must  be'  dated  and  marked,  as 
specified  by  the  Textile  Commissioner.    All  such  cloth  still  in  full  bales 
must  be  moved  from  the  plaqe  of  manufacture  within  30  days  and  any  not  in 
full  bales  must  be  moved  within  45  days.    All  wholesale  transactions  must 
have  been  completed  within  -90  .days  after  the  date  of  packing,' and  all 
marked  cloth  must  be  sold  at  retail  within  6  months  after  that  date.  No 
person  othe/r  than  dealers  or  manufacturers  may 'at  any  time  have  Iri  his 
possession -more  than  his  normal  requirements  of 'controlled  cloth  or  yarn. 

:The  Textile  Commissioner  will.define  the 'classes  and  specifications 
of  the»goods  affected  by  the  order,  fix  maximum 'manufacturers 1  and  re- 
tailers1 prices,  set  maximum  or  minimum  of  quantities  to  be  manufactured, 
and  prescribe  the  markings. to  be  used  on  each  bale.    In  connection  with 
his  duties,  he  has  the  right  to  enter  and  search  premises,  inspect  books 
or  documents,  and  require  essential  information' to  be  furnished  to  him. 
The  courts  may  confiscate  stocks  which  they  declare  to  be  illegal  under 
terms  of  the  order. 

This  control  measure  is,  an  attempt  to.  relieve  the  situation  caused 
by  rising  prices  and  lowered  civilian  supply  of  cotton  goods.    Mill  pro- 
duction in  1942  was  approximately  4,000  million  yards,  but  possibly  as 
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much  as  35  percent  of  this  Output  was  .under  Government  contract,  and  close 
to  1  "billion  yards  were  exported- to  neighboring,  countries The  general 
price  level  is  approximately  three  times  tfle  pre-war  jievel,  but  prices  of 
cotton  cloth  and  yarn  have  risen  to  four  to  six  times  their  former  level. 

Many  miils  did  not  keep  up  continuous  production  throughout  1942  for 
various  reasons  relating' to  political  or  labor  difficulties.    An  effort 
is  nov;  "being" made,  however,  to  increase  production  "by  a  general  movement 
to  go  on  a  3-shift  7-day  "basis.    Mills-  generally  have  shown  a  tendency  in 
the  past  to  produce  the  finer,  higher-priced  cotton  materials  for  the  con- 
sumption of  the  upper  classes,  "because  of' a  greater  profit  margin  in  this 
type  of  goods.    This  policy  has  made  the  greatest  shortages  in  the  type 
of  goods  necessarily  used  "by  the  great  masses  in  the  low-income  group. 

Production  of  £•  standard  cloth  has  "been  much  discussed,  and  about 
15  million  yards  of  it:were  manufactured  and  distributed  by  April  30,  1943, 
but  distribution  difficulties  have  interfered  with  the  general  adoption  of 
the  plan  throughout 'the  "country."   The  present  control  plan  is  another  attempt 
to  relieve  the  distress  of  those  who  cannot  meet  the  high  prices  demanded 
for  their  essential  clothing  materials.    An  attempt  at  price  control  of 
raw  cotton  has  been  made  through  a  ban  on  trading  in  cotton  futures  and 
options.  '>..': 


NORTHERN  BRAZILIAN  COTTON  CROP  ESTIMATE 
FURTHER  REDUCED  .  .  y\ '""  '     *     :  )  '•"•' 

The  third  official  estimate  of : the  1942-43  cbtt'on  crop  in  Northern 
Brazil  is  equivalent  to  355,600  bales  of  478  pounds  net,  compared,  with 
the  previous  estimate  of  363,200  bales;  as'  reported  in  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets  of  June  7,  1943 ,:  and  the  crop  in  1941-42  of  468,600  bales..'  Down- 
ward adjustments  have  been  made  from  the  second  estimate  in  at  least  half 
of  the  States,  the  greatest  drop  being  9,20.0  bales  in  the  MaranhSo  estimate. 
An  upward  adjustment  of  about  9,200  bales  was  made  in  the:Parahyba  estimate, 
and  of  1,800  bales  in  that  of  the  northern  zone  of  Bahia.    "Estimates  for 
Ceara,  Rio  Grande  do  Norte,  Pe'rnambuco,  and  Sergipe  remain  unchanged.  No 
official  estimate  has  yet  been  received  for  this  year's  crop  in  Southern 
Brazil.  '    "  '  '  :  ''  ■ 

Under  the  terms  of  a  new  quarantine  regulation,  importation  of 
cotton  seedlings  into  Brazil  has  been' prohibited,  except  of  those  brought 
in  for  experimentation  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  under  plant  quaran- 
tine measures  of  sanitation^' '  The'  importation  of  cottonseed  and  seed  cotton 
has  been  prohibited  since  about  1921.    The  new  law  is  a  further  precaution 
against  the  introduction  of  any  new  pests  into  the  cotton-producing  areas 
of  the  country. 


******* 


148 


Foreign  Crops  and "Markets  Vol.  47,  No.  6 


...    h  LI  I JL  1  1-1  S  A  S;t-  -i  E  I  M  A  L   P  R:0  D  UOTS 

IN  (SFASED  AUSTRALIAN  LIVESTOCK  MARKETINGS 
URGED  IN  JUNEr  JULY  ,  AND  AUGUST  l/ 

Livestock  producers'  organizations  in  New  South  Wales ,  Australia, 
were  urged  "by  the  Meat  Controller  to  encourage  the  marketing  of  larger  ' 
numbers  of  livestock  in  the  months  of  June-August  this.  year.:    This  is  • 
usually  the  season  of  light  supplies.    In  view  of  demands  for  meat  on 
the  part  of  the  Australian  and  Allied  forces ,  the  Ministry  of  Food,  and  • 
the  civilian  population,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  make  immediate  ship- 
ment of  all  livestock  in* a  suitable  conditions,  rather  than  withhold 
them  until  September-  when  the  marketing  season  normally  begins . 

The  Meat  Controller  stated  that  the  continued  marketing  of  sheep 
during  the  "off  season"  would  insure  work  for  employees  at  killing  estab- 
lishments and  would  enable  the  plants  to  retain  their  skilled  labor  so 
that  they  would  be  in  a  position  to  operate  satisfactorily  when  the  peak 
lamb-marketing  season  begins  in  September. 

The  resolutions  adopted  at  the  joint  meeting  of  the  New  South  Wales 
producers'  organizations  and  the  Meat  Controller  were  briefly  as  follows; 

(1)  The  Co-Ordination  Committee  was  requested  to  conduct  a  planned  campaign 
to  induce  producers  to  market  any  sto  ck  in  a  suitable  condition  at  once; 

(2)  it  was  recommended  that  the  Controller  of  Meat  Supplies  work  out  a  sta- 
isfactory  solution  of  the  labor  situation;  (3)  a  revision  of  present  ceiling 
prices  for  meats  from  June  to  August  was  suggested  in  view  of -the:  increased  • 
cost  of  feeding  in  these  winter  months;  (4)  the  regulation  of  transportation 
during  the  peak  period  of  production  was  also  suggested* 

Lambing; became  general  in  Aus tralia : in  May ,  and  though  ewes  were 
reported  in  fair  to  good  condition ,.  mo  re  rain  was  needed  to"  assure  winter  - 
feed.    There  was  a  further  reduction  in  the  number  of  lambs  treated  for  ex-' 
port,  and  practically  ,no  sheep. were  being  slaughtered  for  export ,  in  frozen' 
carcass  form,,  but  moderate  tallies  were  being  handled  for  canning  or  dehy- 
dration in  -New  South  Wales,  Victoria,  and'  South  Australia.    Labor  troubles 
were  cutting  down  slaughterings  at  the  Homebush  Yards ,  Sydney. 

The  anxiety  of  the  Meat  Controller  for  increased  marketings  seems 
to  imply  that  producers  and  other  handlers  are  dissatisfied  with  current 
ceiling  prices  for  meat  and  are  holding  back  stock  until  adjustments  are 
made.  Such  dissatisfaction  has  been  featured  especially  by  the  Sydney 
press,  which  stated  recently  that  ceiling  prices  for  meat  fixed  by  the 
New  Meat  Order  are  not  being  very  well  received  in  Australia.  The  offi- 
cial organ  of  the  Graziers  Association  of  .New  South  Wales  also  expresses 

17    See  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  July  26,  1943,  for  additional  statistics 
on  Australian  slaughter  and  meat  production.  - 
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dissatisfaction,  even  stating  that  the  Meat  Controller's  Plan  for  the 
acquisition  of  "beef  is  absurd  and  should  "be  altered  at  once.    It  is  felt 
that  the  spread  in  prices  "between  prime  ateer  beef  and  inferior  beef  from 
old  working  bullocks  and  old  cows  is  not  wide  enough.    The  Government 
purchase  plan  does  not  include  third  quality  ox,  second  and  third  quality 
cow,  nor  reject  and  canner  beef,  • 

Official  buying  schedule  for  beef,  dressed  weight  (f.o.b,  basis) 

Penqe  per  pound  Dollars  per  100  pounds 

Ox  and  heifer  hinds 

1st  quality                               5.70  $7.67  ' 

2nd  quality                               5.21  7.01 

Ox  and  heifer  crops  a/  . 

1st  quality                               4.20  5  .  65  . 

2nd  quality                            '  i    4.11  5,66 

1st  quality  cow  hinds               •-  ^-4.92  6.62 

1st  quality  cow  crops  a/                  3.91  5.26 

a/  Forequarter  after  brisket,  flank,  and  shank  have  been  removed. 

Under  the  new  Meat  Order,  wholesale  butchers  at  Homebush  are  compelled 
to  release  one  forequarter  of  each  animal  for  canning.. ,  Slaughterers  contend 
that  the  use  of  forequarters  of  high  quality  beef  for  canning  is  unnecessary 
and  will  result  in  substantial  losses  to  fatterers  and  consignors  of  this 
class  of  beef  cattle.    It  is  suggested  that  it  would  be  more  feasible  to 
assign  25  percent  of  the  quantity  killed  by  each  slaughterer  for  canning 
purposes. 

There  is  apparently    some  difference  of  opinion  in  Australia 
concerning  the  quality  of  livestock  that  should  be  used  for  canning  pur- 
poses.  "An  Australian  canning  expert  recently  stated  that  no  forequarters 
going  through  the  Sydney Uew'.'South  Wales,  yards  are  too  good  for  canning. 
He  states  that  during  the:  last  war  much  meat,  packed  in  Australia  was  never 
eaten  because  it  was  not  fit  'to  be  used  as  food. in  any  form^  canned  or 
otherwise*  -'.         ;  • . . . 

It  was  also  pointed  out  that  a  large-amount  of  immature  veal  has 
been  produced  in  Australia,  mostly  at  country  plants.    It  is  contended 
that  this  resulted  in  a  tragic  waste  of  potential  stock  cattle  which  now 
are- badly  wanted.    A  Ministry  of  Food  to-  control  the  quality  of  supplies 
for  soldiers" as  well  as  for  civilians  was  advocated  by  this  expert. 

■   Slaughterers'  handling  high  quality'  lambs  are  reported  as  incensed 
at  the  fixing  of  the  ceiling  price  on  lamb'  by  the  Price  Commissioner  with 
the  cooperation  of  the  Meat  Controller.,"  at  10.8  cents  a  pound.    As  they 
are  now  reported  to  be  paying  10  cents  to  11.4  cents  a  pound  live  weight, 
the  business  of  those  specializing  in  this  trade  is  said  to  be  jeopardized. 
Slaughterers  dealing  in  mutton  were  more  satisfied  with  the  ceiling  price, 
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which. is  6.05. cents  a  pound  and  is  considered  very  good  compared  with  the 
price  for  lamb .'  -It  fIs£stated~tha<  these,  low  ceiling  prices  for  meat  will 
lead  to  black  markets'  operations .  and  ^hpse' vhb'('wi|i''  suffer-  iHost'  are ;  the- 
wholesale  .>utcKe**';4nd':ui-tiTndt"ely? -the  fat-lamb. breeder. 

Prices'  fixed  by'  'the  Government  for.  shee^r'tof  '  dehydration,  It  is 
said,  do  not  provide  very  satisfactory  returns. fd r  owners.    About  3  to  4 
million  sheep  are  required  annually  for  dehydration''  and  canning.    .In  the 
winter  months  '( Jujie-August)  supplies  are/  likely  to  be  insufficient  to  keep 
plants  employed,  and  in  order  to  guard  against"  this ~  risk,  stocks  of  mutton 
must  be  accumulated  :,a%  other  periods  and  , held  in  cold  storage  for  future 
treatment..  •   ' 

The' price  for  mutton  for  dehydration  is  4.2  cents  per.  pound  on  the 
hooks  at  the  abattoirs  and  about  0.7  cent  must  be  deducted  from  that  figure 
for  slaughtering.    Ewes  weighing  about  34  pounds  and  wethe'rs;  of.  42  pounds 
are  most  suitable  for  the  purpose.  ,  ;The  price  of  sheep  for.  banning  is  4.0 
cents  per  pound  on  the  hooks,  ewes  In  fair  condition  being  chiefly  required 
for  this  treatment. 

The ' reduction  in  shipping  weight,  that  results  from  dehydration  as 
compared  with  fresh  or  frozen  is  in  the  proportion  of  1  to  6, -and  dehydr 
rated  meat  may  be  stored' for  a  period  of  8  to  12  months,  depending  on  the 
climate.    This  saving  in  shipping  space  in  wartime  is  a  valuable  economy, 

.Some  Australian  authorities ,  however,  are  not  optimistic  about  the 
permanency  of  the  demand  for  dehydrated  mutton.  .  Its  utilization . is  assured 
for  the  duration  of  the  war,  and  it. may. prove  useful  in  supplying  food  for 
reoccupied  countries  of  Europe  when  peace  comes.    Education  along  the  lines 
of  preparing  tempting  foods  from  dehydrated  mutton  would  tend  to  extend  its 
use  after  the  war,  -  ■ 

.  There  are  now"  six  mutton-dehydration  plant's  in  operation  In  Australia, 
The  latest  one  to  go  Into  operation  is  the.  Victorian  Inland' Meat  Authority's 
plant  at  Bendigo.    Three  mere  plants  are  under  construction,-  i.e.,  one 
at  Brisbane,  South  Australia,  one  in  Victoria,  and  another  In  New. South 
Wales.    It  is  understood  that  the  erection  of  a  plant  at  Blackall,  Queens- 
land, has  been  approved  by  the  Government  if  facilities  for  slaughtering, 
freezing  and  storing  carcasses  are  provided.. 

....  .The  number  of  sheep  and  lambs  submitted  for,  inspection  and  slaughter 
for  export '  in' Australia  last  season  .( July-June  1941-42)  totaled  9,751,000 
head,  a  decrease  of  5  percent  compared  with  the  large  slaughter  in  1940-41. 
•Slaughter  in  each  of  the  years  1940-41  and  1941-42  exceeded  the  previous 
record  of  9,188,000  head  in  1937-38.     Slaughter  for  exports  in  the  calendar 
year. 1937  totaled'8 , 698 ,000  out  of  a.  total  of  19,339,000  sheep  and  lambs 
slaughtered  in  Australia  that  year*  ,  .  . 
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Cattle  are  being  marketed  in  fair  numbers  in  Queensland  and  all 
plants  are  in  commission,  with  most  qf  them  operating  to  the  extent 
permitted  by  the  supply  of  labor  available.    The  unfavorable  seasonal 
conditions  in  1941-42  seriously  affected  the  cattle  industry.  Numbers 
submitted  for  examination  for  slaughter  and  export  were  maintained  in 
1941-42,  but  is  was  anticipated  that  there  would  be  a  considerable  reduc- 
tion in  the  latter  part  of  1942  and  that  the  total  for  the  calendar  year 
would  show  a  reduction  of  20  percent  compared  with  1941.    The  number 
submitted  for  examination  in  Queensland  between  July  1,  1941,  and  June  30, 
1942,  was  540,000,  an  increase  of  3  percent  above  1940-41.    The  State  of 
Queensland  furnished  approximately  85  percait  of  the  beef  and  veal  exported 
from  Australia  in  1939. 

The  same  report  states  that  there  has  been  a  reduction  in  exports 
of  canned  meat,  as  large  quantities  of  field  meat  rations  are  now  being 
supplied  to  the  Australian  and  Allied  armed  forces  in  the  Australian 
area.    While  exports  for  the  year  1941-42  totaled  only  85  million  pounds, 
the  estimate  of  production  for  the  year  1942  is  in  the  neighborhood  of 
123  million  pounds,  the  greater  quantity  of  which  was  expected  to  be 
required  for  consumption  and  reserves  in  the  Australian  area. 


ARGENTINE  IAR2  PRODUCTION  INCREASING.  .  . 

Latest  reports  received  by  the  Office  of  Foreign  Agricultural 
Relations  indicate  that  a  greater  production  of  lard  is  expected  in  Argen- 
tina during  the  current  year  than  was  obtained  in  1942,    This  forecast  is 
based  on  an  estimated  increase  in  commercial  hog  slaughterings  for  1943. 
Total  commercial  production  of  lard  is  estimated  at  79.4  million  pounds,  of 
which  15,5  million  pounds  are  expected  to  be  consumed  locally,  leaving  an 
exportable  surplus  of  about  63,9  million  pounds, 

I  ■ 

This  production  is  based  on  an  estimated  commercial  slaughter  of 
3,275,000  head  of  hogs  from  frigorif icofi ,  meat  factories,  and  the  Buenos 
Aires  Municipal  Slaughterhouse,  and,  a  yield  of  about  24-l/4  pounds  of 
lard  per  head.    Last  year,  this  slaughter  amounted  to  2,152,000  head,  al- 
though the  yield  of  lard  per  head  was  about  33  pounds.    The  decrease  in 
yield  of  lard  per  head  is  due  to  the  lower  average  weights  of  hogs  being 
marketed,  which  are  a  result  of  higher  feed  costs  and  of  a  request  by  the 
British  Ministry  of  Food  for  hogs  carrying  less  weight. 

I Exports  of  lard  during  the  first  6  months  of  1943  show  an  increase 
of  approximately  77  percent  over  the  same  period  in  1942.     The  largest  buyers 
during  the  first  5  months  of  1943  were  Cuba  and  Bolivia.  Practically  all 
exports  have  gone  to  Caribbean  and  South  American  Countries,  the  United 
States  and  the  United  Kingdom  buying  insignificant  quantities, 
******* 
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